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In the words of Jackie Robinson ‘‘a life is

not important except in the impact it has on
other lives.’’ Jackie Robinson’s life can serve
as an inspiration to all of us, both young and
old, that through hard work and determination
we can overcome any obstacles and break
down what appear to be insurmountable
barriers.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, on
this 50th anniversary of Jackie Robinson’s
major league debut, I am proud to say that I
am and always have been a fan of Jackie
Robinson. Not just for his athletic prowess, but
for what I believe is his greatest achievement:
his ability to keep his eye on the goal of play-
ing baseball and doing his best in the face of
the catcalls, the hissing, and the jeers.

With all the societal pressures placed on
him, Jackie Robinson breathed life to the idea
of community and equality; and proved to his
contemporaries that the only color that
mattered to him was Dodger blue. But more
importantly, he made sure he was judged not
by the petty mans’ standard of skin color, but
by the higher standard of merit, performance,
ability, tenacity, and perseverance.

No doubt, Jackie Robinson had tough times
and dreary days throughout his career. His gift
to baseball and, indeed, to America, was his
sensibility to see past the setbacks, the bi-
ases, the bigotry, and the prejudices directed
at him and focus on the enormous task of
playing baseball, well, and proving that shades
of skin color do not make the player or the
man.

In high school, I was on the track and field
team, and now, as many of my colleagues
know, I play annually on the Republican base-
ball team. I cherish those times on the field.
It’s hard to imagine that, before Jackie Robin-
son broke the color barrier, so many were ex-
cluded from the opportunities and rewards that
playing organized and professional sports pro-
vide us. Some of life’s greatest skills—team-
work, stick-to-itiveness, determination, dili-
gence and comradery—are learned and rein-
forced on the ball field, and to have excluded
an entire race from our national pastime is un-
conscionable.

I have four children, Mr. Speaker, who, like
myself, have a passion for sports. Every sport
my children participate in, from baseball—that
would be my son, Chris—to lacrosse—my
daughter Melissa—to soccer—my son Mike
and my youngest daughter, Elyse, is a lesson
in unity and selflessness. And no one lived
that lesson better than Jackie Robinson. With
two out and one on in scoring position, and
your teammate coming to the plate for the
possible game winning RBI, you stand and
root him on. And your teammate isn’t Jackie,
the African-American kid, he is Jackie, your
friend, and the best darn player on the team.

Each time my children step on to a field with
their teammates and I see the matching colors
of their jerseys worn by a vibrant mix of eth-
nicity and race, I know that we are getting
closer to an equal and unified society. I thank
Jackie Robinson for breaking the color barrier
and laying the foundation. Yet, I know Jackie
Robinson would be disappointed in all of us if
we didn’t finish what he so courageously
began. By remembering and honoring him
today we rededicate ourselves and our nation
to equality and liberty and justice for all.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, last night I had
the honor of attending the ceremony at Shea
Stadium marking the 50th anniversary of Jack-

ie Robinson’s first game with the Brooklyn
Dodgers.

Not only was Jackie Robinson a great ath-
lete, he was a man of amazing courage and
grace who served as a powerful role model to
so many of us growing up in that era.

I recall vividly when I was a young boy the
excitement among my friends as we followed
the career of Jackie Robinson. In fact, in
1946, when he was still with the International
League, he played in Jersey City, which is
now in my congressional district, before a
wildly enthusiastic crowd of 26,000 cheering
fans.

He led the Dodgers to six National League
pennants and a World Series championship in
1955. Over the course of his major league ca-
reer, he was named to six all-star teams. He
distinguished himself by winning a batting title,
leading the league in stolen bases, and win-
ning a Most Valuable Player Award.

I had the opportunity to see Jackie Robin-
son play the year he broke the color barrier,
1947. For African-Americans, his accomplish-
ments were a source of great pride and hope
for the future.

Last night many of those who knew Jackie
Robinson best, his former teammates and col-
leagues, testified to his strength and persever-
ance under enormous day to day pressure.
Sadly, that strain took a personal toll which
undoubtedly led to his medical problems and
premature death.

I recall that in 1972, the year which marked
the 25th anniversary of his debut in the major
leagues, a special tribute was, at long last,
given in his honor. At that ceremony, he
looked beyond the accolades given to him
personally, and spoke out in behalf of future
opportunities for other African-Americans. He
said that our mission would not be complete
until an African-American was given the op-
portunity to become a manager, a privilege
which he was never offered despite his obvi-
ous talent and ability. He put his sentiments in
these words: ‘‘I will be even more pleased
when I can look at the third-base coaching
box and see a black manager. I’d like to live
to see a black manager.’’

Jackie Robinson never got his wish. He died
9 days later.

As President Clinton noted last night, our
Nation can best honor Jackie Robinson’s leg-
acy by striving to become a society where we
all work together in a spirit of harmony and a
shared vision for the future.

Mr. Speaker, as we remember the remark-
able legacy of Jackie Robinson, let us also re-
solve to honor the lessons he so eloquently
taught us.

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California [Mr.
HORN] that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the concurrent resolution,
House Concurrent Resolution 61.

The question was taken.
Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speak-

er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 5 of rule I and the Chair’s
prior announcement, further proceed-
ings on this motion will be postponed.

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on House Concurrent Resolution 61.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
UPTON). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Okla-
homa?

There was no objection.
f

DOS PALOS LAND TRANSFER
Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I

move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 111) to authorize the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to convey a par-
cel of unused agricultural land in Dos
Palos, CA, to the Dos Palos Ag Boost-
ers for use as a farm school, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 111

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. LAND CONVEYANCE, UNUSED AGRI-

CULTURAL LAND, DOS PALOS, CALI-
FORNIA

(a) CONVEYANCE.—In accordance with the
provisions of this section, the Secretary of
Agriculture shall convey to the Dos Palos Ag
Boosters of Dos Palos, California, all right,
title, and interest of the United States in
and to a parcel of real property (including
improvements thereon) held by the Sec-
retary that consists of approximately 22
acres and is located at 18296 Elign Avenue,
Dos Palos, California, to be used as a farm
school for the education and training of stu-
dents and beginning farmers regarding farm-
ing. The conveyance shall be final with no
future liability accruing to the Secretary of
Agriculture.

(b) CONSIDERATION.—As consideration for
the conveyance under subsection (a), the
transferee shall pay to the Secretary an
amount equal to the fair market value of the
parcel conveyed under subsection (a).

(c) ALTERNATIVE TRANSFEREE.—At the re-
quest of the Dos Palos Ag Boosters, the Sec-
retary may make the conveyance under sub-
section (a) to the Dos Palos School District.

(d) DETERMINATION OF FAIR MARKET VALUE
AND PROPERTY DESCRIPTION.—The Secretary
shall determine the fair market value of the
parcel to be conveyed under subsection (a).
The exact acreage and legal description of
the parcel shall be determined by a survey
satisfactory to the Secretary. The cost of
any such survey shall be borne by the trans-
feree.

(e) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—
The Secretary may require such additional
terms and conditions in connection with the
conveyance under this section as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate to protect the
interests of the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Or-
egon [Mr. SMITH] and the gentleman
from Texas [Mr. STENHOLM] each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Oregon [Mr. SMITH].

(Mr. SMITH of Oregon asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may
consume.
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